Michael Baskette, CEC

Director of Education
American Culinary Federation
· I’m with you on everything. In fact, when I was speaking with the Navy folks in Athens GA they were MOST impressed that I also mentioned the value of IFSEA certification. They’ve been told, unfortunately, that only ACF certification counts in the commercial industry (one of our bad seeds out there) and yet they were struggling with the fact that they weren’t cooking any more and truly did not see themselves as culinary professionals. When I told them the ACF fully supports IFSEA certification for E-7 and above they were impressed by my honest and straightforward approach to listening to them and giving them the right information.
· I have always agreed that certification by design was and is needed to remain specific to the general thrust of the experiences and responsibilities they pertain to. ACF should be the one to handle all cooking and baking and culinary education type certifications, IFSEA should certify managers and F&B Directors, CMAA, club managers, RBA, retail bakers, etc. We’re in this together, and should be building relationships rather than tearing them down.
· I’ve been talking with both the Navy and Army about the benefits of ACF and IFSEA certification. Based on what you and I had discussed, I am recommending all E7 and above go towards IFSEA certification and all cooks going for ACF. Needless to say, some of the cooks who do earn ACF certification early on will be encouraged to do IFSEA once they achieve that status. 

Senior Chief Anderson
United States Navy
CS 5 Vector Model Manager
· Thanks for your interest in providing good career guidance to our sailors.  What you and IFSEA have been doing is perfectly in line with the purpose of the 5-Vector Model, which is to give our CS personnel a roadmap to their future, both while on active duty and after.  
· I have reviewed the attached document, which spells out what folks should be doing at various points (pay grades) in their career and it is right on target with what we have included in the Task Force Excel 5-Vector Model, which CDR Doug Porter and myself are working on.  Each of IFSEA's certifications is covered and recommended as part of that program.  We expect that the information will be online within the next month, but in the meanwhile you can tell our CS community that what is on the attached document DOES reflect what has been approved for the 5-Vector model - we are just waiting for the loading of that information onto the web.
· Please help us spread the word to the CS personnel that it is critical that they get these certifications into their personnel file as soon as they pass the various tests.  Otherwise, the information will not get into their electronic tracking file.  They should be able to go online now and view their own training files and see those certifications listed IF they have informed personnel of those certifications they have attained.  That site is https://www.npdc.navy.mil 

